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. By JAmEs tL DOWNEY 
MERIDIAN, Miss. (AP) - 
An all-white federal court jury 
Saturday acquitted three of 10 
Jones County Ku Klux Klans- 
men of civil rights conspiracy 
charges in the death of I&tties- 
burg Negro leader Vernon Dah- 
mer but was unable to agree 
on verdicts for the other seven. 

^ After 11 hours, 27 mlontes of 
deUberatioii, the jury returned 
verdicts of innocent for Wil- 
liam Travis Giles, Frank Ly- 
• ons and Lester Thornton. 

A mistrial was declared in 
the cases of Sam H. Bowers Jr., 
Henry Edward DeBoxtel, Dea- , 
TOUTS Nix, Charles Richard No- 
ble, Cecil Victor Sessum, Wil- 
liam Thomas Smith and Charles 
Clifford Wilson. ^ 

' The 10 were charged with con- 
airing to '^intimidate, coerce 
and threaten” Vernon F. Dah- 
mer Sr., a Hattiesborg area 
Negro, who died following a 
Jan. 10, 1966, firebomb attack 
On his home and store north of 
« Hattiesburg. The government 
contended Dahmer’s (teath was | 
the result of a carefully plotted 
and well rehearsed plan. .. 

U.S. Dist. Court Judge Dan 
Russell stated trials for the re- 
maining seven men would be 
scheduled "as soon as posa- 
ble.” He ordered DeBoxtel, Nix, 
and Noble released under |5,000 
bond pending retriaL The re- 
maining men are either free on 

r vioos bonds or are already 
custody on state charges 
stemming from the Dahmer at- 
tack. > t 

The six men and six women 
composing the federal court 
Jury began their lengthy de- 
. liberationB' at 2:52 pan. Fri- 
day and resumed again at 8:30 
Saturday. Friday’s deiibera* 
tion lasted more than six hours 
before Judge Russell ordered 
the Jury locked up for the 
night 

The government, In its dos-i 


Ing arguments, charged Dah- 
roer was the .victim of a Klan 
plot.* ; } I 

Justice tUp^ent* Attorney 
Robert Owenr^tSlted Dahmer’s 
death "an dutragd which was 
visited on a Negro family . . . 
conceived by the leaders of an 
ultra-secret organization for 
their own warped sense of pres- 
tige.”, 4. 

Defence attorneys based their 
final arguments around efforts 
to discrolit prosecution witness- 
es T. Webber Rogers and Roy 
Pitts; botii former Klansmen 
who proved to be key govern- 
ment witnesses. 

Defense Atty. Lawrence Ar- 
fington told the jury, "It cost 
you as taxpayers approximately 
17,000 for Pitts’ testimony . . . 
If you don’t think a deal was 
made then why did they take 
him out of the Arkansas State 
Prison and march him to the 
Alamo Plaza Motel in Jack- 
2k». . . .?” 

. Russell, in his closing instruc- 
tion Fri^y, called the case 
“hard fou^t and well tried,” 
but wam^ jurors that member- 
ahip in the Klan alone was not 
sufficient for conviction. , 

Defense lawyers centered i 
their defense on witnesses who * 
testified as to the character of ^ 
the defendants and to their 
whereabouts the night of the at- 
tack. The trial lasted for 12 
days. ; 


